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II.—Home ApMINIsTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


The Sansodhini, of the 20th September, says that, considering the pr 
eee valence of theft in Chittagong town, the investiga- 
Theft cases in Chittagong town. tion of theft cases by the local police cannot be 
regarded as satisfactory. The thefts committed in the houses of Basanta Babu 
of Bhanghutna and of Kailas Babu, pleader, have not yet been traced. Thieves 
cannot be arrested by the simple keeping of watch and ward. There are one 
or two Officers in the local police who have the reputation of being good 
detectives, and they ought to be specially employed on the duty. 
2. The Murshidabad Hitaishi, of the 20th September, says that on the 14th 
September last, a woman was found lying on the 
1 cp — by the road in Rajaganj bazar, Saidabad, in the Murshi- 
ee - dabad district, suffering from fever. The residents 
of the place repeatedly asked the municipal and police officers to have her 
removed for treatment, but they remained indifferent. The poor creature 
would in all likelihood have recovered from her illness had she been removed to 
the hospital, or, at least, to some sheltered mal But this was not done, and 
exposure to the inclement weather of the following day aggravated her illness 
and made her senseless. At midnight that day dogs and jackals devoured a 
goodly portion of her body, and at 1-30 a.m. the police took under its charge 
what remained of her, and had it cremated the following morning, Fear of 
the law prevented private people from meddling with the helpless woman, or 
they would have readily helped her. It is hoped the Magistrate will enquire 
who is to blame for the sad end the woman met with, and adequately punish 
the offending officers. 


(b)— Working of the Cour is. 


8. Referring to the case of Maju Bibi, who was sentenced to capital 
unishment at the Faridpur Sessions, and has been 


. Gases” Bibi inthe hanged, the Sanjay, of the 15th September, writes 
as follows: 


Can anybody swear to the fact that it was Maju Bibi herself who killed 


her husband by poisoning? The statement of her daughter, a witness in the 
case, was that her mother had cooked the food that her father ate, but she did 
not see her mother mix 2 with the food. Hours after taking his food, 
Aijaddi, Maju's husband, had violent motions and vomitings and he died. 
The circumstances are, no doubt, such as to excite suspicion. But will not all 
suspicion be set at rest on the supposition that the man died of cholera? A 
chemical examination of the contents of the deceased’s stomach showed that 
there was aconite present in it. But there was no mention of the fact in the 
report of the post-mortem examination held at Madaripur. Witnesses also 
deposed that after having finished his dinner, Aijaddi complained of a 
pungent taste. But, if Aijaddi really tasted 8 wrong in his dinner, it 
was open to him not to have eaten it at all. There is no evidence to show 
that he did not eat his dinner on account of its disagreeable taste. No enquiry 
was made as to the source from which Maju Bibi might have procured the 
aconite. Aconite is not available in any shop in her own village. How, then, 
could she have procured the poison? is is a mystery which has not been 
explained. But it was a 3 mystery that the police sent up Maju Bibi four 
months aſter her husband's death. Had she been guilty, would she not have 
felt tempted to abscond during that time? But she did not fly. Nor could the 
delay in the investigation have possibly been caused by any obstruction offered 
by her. She had no men or money to do this, A woman seldom murders her 


husband unless she has intrigues with other men. Who was Maju’s accomplice 


in this case ? : 

We hear that' Mr. Barada Charan Mitra, District Judge of Faridpur, has 
earned the High Court’s praise for his intelligent decision in this case. We 
are reminded here of the story of that sinful creature, Ismilda, —a character in 
Reynolds’s Loves of the Harem. We hope that all Faridpur has gained that mental 
relief on the execution of poor Maju which all Constantinople enjoyed when 


Ismilda’s sinfal career on earth came to an end; that Maju's death has checked 


SawsopEint, 
Sept. 20th, 1899. 


SansayY, 
Sept. 15th, 1899. 


cnand Mmm, 
Sept. 19th, 1899. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept, 2st, 1899. 


SaNJ{VANI. 


Saar, 
Sept. 22nd, 1899. 


poorer talukdars who fail to pay their revenue in time, and Mr. De should be 


b. WGavVasl, 
Bept. “Srd, 1899, 
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of sin among women, and that her example will deter women from 
2 their * We are glad at Mr. Mitra's decision in the case, 
Faridpur must be fortunate to have an able, upright and conscientious Judge 
like Mr. Mitra. 8 | 
| rrespondent of the Charu Mihir of the 19th September complains 
1 that althou — sce at a distan — * of 3 le 
Service of summons on jurors ia from the M ngh town, which means in this 
the Mymensingh district. rainy season a river journey of not less than three 
days, a summons, calling upon him to appear as a juror in the Mymensingh 
Sessions on the 30th August last, was stuck up on his house door only at noon 
of the preceding day. He was not at home, and the summons did not come to 
his notice till his return home on the 1st September. Supposing’ him to have 
been at home, it would have been impossible for him toattend the Sessions at 10 
a.m. of the 30th August. The manner of serving summonses on jurors is, in 
fact, a source of great hardship to them. | 
5. The Sanjivani, of the 21st September, says that so long European 
soldiers out shooting were known to shoot only 
‘The case of Gunner Hole of native males, but recently a European soldier shot 
— a native woman. Gunner R.. Hole went to shoot in 
a villege near Sialkot in the Punjab. A woman of that village was lying on 
a charpoy inside her house, which was surrounded by low mud walls, and giving 
breast to her baby. The Gunner placed his rifle on the wall and fired, and the 
shot killed the woman. Hole was tried by the Magistrate of Sialkot. The 
Civil Surgeon deposed that the shot must have hit the woman from a distance 
of twenty feet. The Assistant Surgeon said it appeared from the nature of the 
wounds that two shots had been fired from a distance of three to twelve feet; 
But the Magistrate refused to believe that a European soldier was capable of shoot- 
ing an innocent woman, in the act of giving breast to her infant, from a place 80 
near. Dis theory was that whilst the soldier was taking rest with his gun 
standing against the wall, it went off of itself. So he acquitted the accused. 
The impression is becoming deeper in the native mind that 4 — by 
European soldiers, guilty of such offences as murder and rape, is increasing 
because they are treated with indulgence. es 
6. The same paper says that in the course of Private Johnson’s trial at the 
1 t angoon Sessions, it transpired that although the 
military authorities were aware of the outrage and 
were in possession of evidence connected with it, they had concealed the 
evidence. The public prosecutor, therefore, criticised their conduct in scathing 
language. Johnson himself had admitted before the Magistrate and. also 
admitted at the Sessions, the fact of his having had intercourse with the 
woman. Yet the jury found. that, as the woman had offered no resistance, 
she must be held to have been a consenting party, and Johnson was innocent, 
The Judge accepted the verdict and acquitted Johnson. After this, where is 
the necessity of prolonging this farce of a trial? It would be best not to hold 
such trials at all. | ) 
7. The Sanjay, of the 22nd September, makes two complaints against 
ie eae Mr. K. C. De, Collector of Faridpur : — | 
Feridpor. (1) Mr. De has appointed Babu Binay Bhusan 
ee ae Basu to officiate for the peshkar in supersession of 
the claims of senior clerks. Binay Babu is a junior clerk, specially favoured 
by the Collector. | 
(2) Although the sales for arrears of revenue under Act XI will not take 
place before the 25th September, Mr. De is alread y rejecting applications for 
permission to pay in the arrears, On the 19th September he rejected the 
application of the owner of estate No. 191 1, and of some others. It is the 


more sedate, and should try to imagi . 765 . zt thei 
r Nr Y to imagine what their position will * if their 


8. The Bangavasi, of the 23rd September, writes as follows: 5 
. The District and Sessions Judge of Saran has 
Tue _ also to hold a Champaran Session at Motihari. 
0 J udge is now holding the Champaran Session. The Chapra Sessions cases 
remain still undiaposed of, and the prisoners committed to the Sessions are rotting. 
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in jail. This has caused some discontent. But while great delay is bein 
made in holding the Chapra Session, the Champaran Session is being hurri 

on, and the Raja of Ramnagar is fighting herd to get his case tried by the 
Champaran Session, which will sit.after the Puja. | 1 
9. The Santipur correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 2ith Septem- 
: ber, draws attention to the necessity of keeping a 
aue Santipar Honorary Magis first class Honorary Magistrate in that place, and 
y. ee 2 

| asks the popular and able District Magistrate, 
Mr. N. K. Basu, to recommend Babu Hari Das Rai, Honorary Magistrate, for 


first class powers. Mr. K. C. De, the former Subdivisional Officer of Ranaghat, 


submitted a report on the subject, but nothing has come of it. Those in 
Santipur who have occasion to transact business or conduct cases in the 
Criminal Court will have a want removed by the appointment of a first class 
Honorary Magistrate to the local Bench. 


(d) — Education. 


10. The Daintk Chandrika, of the 21st September, has the following: 
We have discussed the new scheme of .verna- 
* w scheme of vernacular cular education at some length, and there was 
n 2 no need of recurring to the subject. But 
the turn affairs have taken has filled us with alarm, and we, therefore, venture 
to address some further observations to Government. The present is not the 
only occasion on which the existing educational system has been examined and 


natives. It has, with this object, appointed many conferences and arrived 
at many conclusions; the final decision being that for the ple of this 
country, it is impossible to devise anything better than the existing system of 
education. Almost all the questions comprised in the new scheme of verna- 
cular education were elaborately discussed by the Committees and confer- 
ences appointed by Government in the past, and the conclusion arrived at 
was that any scheme of education like the one now proposed was not likely 
to prove beneficial. Why, then, is such a scheme sought to be introduced ? 
This has produced fear and uneasiness in our minds. Not even five years 
have passed since the Government. of India, in its resolution on Dr. Voelcker’s 
report on agricultural education in this country wrote as follows:— 
‘Since the submission of these remarks, sufficient time has not elapsed 
for much progress to be made, but there isa general tendency to modify the 
course of primary instruction which will meet some of the suggestions made 
by Dr. Voelcker. For example, drawin has been introduced and agricultural 
primers or readers have been prescribed. In some instances hand and eye 
training of the Kindergarten description and experimental gardens have been 
tried, but no substantial measure of success has been attained in either of 
these directions.” Resolution of the Government of India, in the Home Department, 
(Education),—under date Simla, the 7th September 1894.—The Gazette of India, 
No. 36, Simla, Saturday, Sepiember Sth, 1894. „ es 
When only five years ago the Government of India clearly expressed 
itself. to the effect that though hand and eye training of the 11 
description, and drawing and agricultural primers had all been tried, no sub- 
stantial measure of success had been attained, why are such experiments goin 
to be repeated so soon? When, in the same Resolution, the Government of 
India says tbat manual training has been introduced, but it has been found 
advisable to render it optional only, why is it considered necessary, when 
nat even five years have passed away, to make. manual training a compulsory 
subject.of instruction? On this subject, Dr. Voelcker wrote as follows:— 
„The spread of education will be an important element in the improvement 
of agriculture, It will do much to remove the prejudices attaching to caste’ 
and custom, which prevent progress in agricultural methods, and it will give 
rise to a more intelligent farming class.” 1 gee, ate aed xz 
Why in the face of such a statement arrangements of a different kind are 
gaing to be made even before the lapse of five years? Why is education 
prejudices attaching to caste and custom by means of alittle superficial education 9 


Som Prakasa, 
Sept. 26th, 1899. 


Damn Canna, 
Sept. 21st, 1899. 


discussed. For our good, Government has more than once endeavoured to 
ascertain what kind of education is best calculated to make men of the 
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It is only two years ago that Dr. Martin emphatically said: e 
“As — the alleged burdensome character of the courses at present 
„1 may add that though the Ptescribed, my opinion is that the revised course 
roles admit of boys competing for for the middle scholarship examination, as sanc- 
miadle vernacular scholershipup tioned by Government in No. 4153, dated the 
to the age of fifteen, yet it is not 2 ’ 
unusual to find among thecandi- 10th December 1891, is by no means beyond the 


dates several who are below the capacity of tho students for whom it is intended.“ 


l ho prove ve | 
— Fey 24 . „From the old course has been struck out 


be the case if the course was over- foreign history and a second book on sanitation and 
burdensome. also under science (a) physics of an elementary 
character alone is mentioned instead of physics or botany or chemistry. If any 
further reduction is to be made, I think some of the propositions of physical 
geography and a small quantity of the prescribed portions named under the 
— Elements of Physics’ might possibly be excluded, 1 the course, 
as it stands now, does not seem to me to be overburdensome. If it is thought 
that a further reduction is desirable, I should strongly advocate that a conference 
should be held for the due discussion of the question.“ 

Not many years have elapsed since Lord Dufferin noticed the spirit of 
insubordination among native students caused by a want of moral education, 
and directed that arrangements should be made for imparting moral instruction 
in schools on a more extensive scale. Accordingly, the Text-book Committee 
took the trouble to indicate with asterisks all text-books which contained moral 
lessons. Why is this all-important moral education going to be abolished so 
soon? How is it that a principle which was ascertained to be right and true 
after so much enquiry has so soon come to be regarded as erroneous? How 
has the Government come to see within so short a time that a curtailment of 
moral education will not have the effect of reviving that spirit of insubordina- 
tion among school-boys ? How has it come to the conclusion that a curtuil- 
ment of education will not lead to a recrudescence of superstition and 
ignorance? Mr. Pedler says that one of the objects aimed at by the framers 
of the new scheme is to lighten the burden of labour and expense with which 
school-boys are saddled atthe present time, But will that object be really 
gained? The burden of books will indeed decrease, but tie burden of manual 
labour will increase considerably. Little boys will have to cut bamboos and 
wood and scrape and polish bamboo twigs. Will not this be felt as painful 
drudgery by children of respectable parentage? Books are read with interest 
and delight, for the reading imparts a knowledge of various things, But what 
interest or delight will boys feel in doing the same sort of bamboo work day 
after day? Do the children of those who have always done such work feel 
an interest in learning to do it? It is proposed to reduce the cost of books, 
but will not the boys be obligedto make larger expenses in providing them- 
selves with paper, bamboos, wood, implements and apparatus? It is proposed 
to reduce the cost of books for the candidates for the lower primary examina- 
tion by only two annas per year, but will not the paper they will require for 
learning some of the arts comprised in the new scheme cost them a larger 
sum? At the lowest calculation they will require an anna worth of paper per 
month. Paper alone will, therefore, cost them twelve annas a year, Over 
and above the cost of knives, scissors, and other implements. ‘The intro- 
duction of the new scheme is, therefore, likely to increase instead of 
lightening the burden of labour and expense. Under the existing arrange- 
ments, education in a vernacular school entails little labour and expense, 
compared with the requirements of education in an English school. The age 
fixed for candidates for the Entrance examination is fifteen, and that for 
candidates for the middle vernacular scholarship test is thirteen years. 
difference of two years is accounted for by the fact that the medium of instruc 
tion for candidates for the latter examination being Bengali, they can study at 
a lower age the same subjects which are required to be read for the former 
examination. Why should not a boy of eight years find himself able to read 
in his mother-tongue subjects which are read in English by a boy of ten 
years of age? This makes it perfectly clear that the subjects of study pre- 
scribed for the Entrance examination may all be fitly tau ght in the first pee 
of a middle vernaculer school. But not even half the number of such subjects 


are at present studied in such schools. The charge of burdensomeness, us 
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regards the number of books read in a middle vernacular school, then falls to 
the ground. As regards the question of cost, it is notorious that a boy readi 

in a vernacular school has to incur not even a fourth part of the expense which 
a student of an English school has to pay in the shape of school-fee, price of 
books, and other charges. How can vernacular education, then, be said to be 
unreasonably expensive? As for boys who are extremely poor,. they will not 
care to read even if education costs them nothing. ey cannot afford to 
devote to learning even a small fraction of the time which must be necessarily 
devoted to it, and which in their case is far more profitably spent in earning a 
livelihood. If these extremely poor people have to be taught, it will be 
necessary to make separate arrangements for the pur The new scheme 


* — benefit them in the least. We are, for these reasons, very much 
alarm By 
11. Sudarsan Chandra Biswas, Head Pandit, Dogachi Middle English 


School, Pabna, writes as follows in the Education 
Gazette of the 22nd September on the new scheme 
of vernacular education :— | 
Fourteen years of my life have been spent in imparting education under the 
system which it has been proposed to reform. As a vernacular teacher, I am 
desely acquainted with the internal management of a vernacular school, 
and I do not believe that young men holding the highest degrees of the 
Calcutta University are better acquainted with the ins and outs of the ape 
system of vernacular education. If they had been, a clamorous agitation woul 
have been raised against the defects and shortcomings of the existing system. 
I have actually suffered in consequence of the existence of these defects and 
shortcomings, and Iam, therefore, entitled to a hearing when it has been 
proposed to reform the existing system. 
In considering the proposed scheme, the first question that confronts us 
is—should the existing system be changed wholesale? It is complained that 
the existing burden of text-books presses heavily on the shoulders of the 
students. Ido not think so. If questions in the examinations were so framed 
as to test the general knowledge of a student, the existing course should not at 
all prove burdensome, and the students should not grumble even if a few more 
books were added to it. The courses of the vernacular schools have been 
materially curtailed. The literature course now covers two years. 
certain fixed portions of mensuration, physical science and physical geography 
have been prescribed for study, and the students can easily master this course. 
They have now got to read one in the place of two text-books in history. To 
tell the truth, the boys do not feel any difficulty in mastering the existing 
course. It is generally complained that science is taught in the vernacular 
schools without the help of experiments. This complaint, too, is unwarranted. 
The students have to read only broad principles of science, and many of these 
do not require any experiment at all, and some can be explained with very 
easy experiments which are at the command of all. Such properties of matter 
as mass, volume, contraction, extension, elasticity, solidity, &c., are intelligible 
to the student without experiments. The boys are always observing the 
existence of such properties. How, again, can experiments be made to explain 
the law of gravitation? Lessons on such things as the air-pump and the suction- 
pump should be abolished from the text-books read in the vernacular schools. 
At any rate, we do not think the existing course to be at all heavy or unsuited 
to the capacity of the students. The text-book on history, it is true, is tedi- 
ously brief and full of dry facts, but this defect can be removed by describing 
historical facts at some length and in the style of literature. A shorter text- 
book on geography should be appointed in thé place of the existing one. In 
the first and second classes of a middle English or a middle vernacular school, 
Sanskrit grammar and the first rules of Algebra might be taught along with 


The new scheme of vernacular 
education. 


Only 


Epvoation Gazerre, 
Sept. 22nd, 1899. 


mensuration and Subhankari with profit and advantage to the students, If 


instead of reforming the existing system in this way, it is sought to reform it 
by fanciful means, the em of vernacular education will be virtually 


destroyed. The only utility of the vernacular schools at present is that they 


prepare boys for the course of education in force in the English schools. If 
this utility ceases to exist, the vernacular schools will become utterly useless as 
educational institutions. Moreover,.the practical abolition of grammar from the 
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vernacular course will keep the students virtually ignorant of the Bengali 
language and literature. Hist | mr ee 

It is a common experience that those who get themselves admitted to 
English schools without first acquiring a knowledge of 6 do not enerally 
take any interest in Bengali literature. The little bit o Bengali literature 
which the new scheme co to teach will be of no practical use to the 
students ; it will certainly to the deterioration of the Bengali language and 
literature. It is well known that a meagre reading of literature prevents a 
student from understanding not only the meaning of a word, but also the spirit 
of an expression. Sentiments and ideas are intelligible only through the 
medium of language, and a meagre knowledge of language would, no > a 
interfere with the student’s clearly understanding and appreciating the ideas 
and sentiments which are rope pe Sar through the medium of words. ; 

As for the new scheme of education, a variety of sciences are to be dealt 
with in one book, only a few pages being devoted to each branch of science, 
Such reading and teaching of science will do no good to the student. A primer 
consisting of 150 pages and dealing with history, general geography, and 
physical geography will not impart a fair knowledge of any subject, The 
proposed syllabus of study will in fact prevent the vernacular schools from 
serving as useful auxiliaries to the English schools. : 

We are, however, of opinion that it is desirable to introduce Kinder- 
garten, drill, drawing and „ N in the infant and other classes of the 
vernacular schools. Drill will teach discipline and drawing will train the hand 
and the eye, and develop habits of attention and concentration. We do not, 
however, approve of the proposal to introduce sewing, leaf- manipulation, &e. 
The children of those classes, whose profession it is to make baskets, &c., learn 
these things at home, and it is superfluous to teach them these things at schoul. 
As for the children of the middle classes, they should not be made to learn 
these things against their inclination. 7 

The question is—is it not possible to introduce Kindergarten, drill, draw- 
ing and object-lessons without interfering with the existing course of study ? 
We answer the question in the affirmative. The introduction of these new 
features will not add to the existing number of text-books. The subjects will 
be taught by the teachers and the students will have only to learn and practise 
them. Kindergarten and drill will, in fact, prove as interesting to the children 
as play. Drawing will require more attention and practice, but even this will 
not give the children any trouble. ; 

Here arises an important question. The vernacular schools are already 
undermanned, and the introduction of Kindergarten, drill, &c., will prove 
extremely burdensome to their teaching staff. As a general rule, the staff of a 
middle English school consists of four, that of a middle vernacular school of 
two, and that of a primary school, lower or upper, of only one teacher. There 
are eight classes in a middle English or middle vernacular school and their 
total working hours are forty. The four teachers of a middle English school 
‘work for twenty and the two teachers of a middle vernacular school work for 
‘ten hours. The classes have, therefore, to remain unattended to for twent 
hours in the case of a middle English and thirty hours in the case of a midd 
vernacular school. The teachers are, therefore, often compelled to take two classes 
at one and the same time, but this seriously interferes with a good and syste- 
matic education of the boys. Tired with overwork the teachers naturally lose 
their temper. As a consequence, the students receive more cuffs than instruc: 
tion, and teaching is badly done. Writing is entirely neglected, and the 
course is not finished in time. 

In an undermanned school, the pu ils have to sit idle for hours, and this 
seriously interferes with school discipline and good order. The author of the 
book, entitled“ School Method,“ rightly observes:—‘‘ No better rule for 
securing good order and discipline can be given than ‘ keep every boy at work.’” 
The existing systein is making the boys disobedient and undisciplined. If the 
Government wishes to * wee the existing system and introduce drill, drawing, 
, Kindergarten and object-lessons, let it first of all increase the number of teachers 
in the vernacular schools ä ie 

_ The policy of produciug the maximum of good at a minimum of cost has 
ied to the deterioration of education. Moreover, the aids to the vernacular 
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schools are curtailed every three years and yet the Government expects 
excellent results from them! 5 5 

12. The Samay, of the 22nd September, has the following on the new 

scheme of vernacular education. | 8 

Much good may be expected of the scheme if 
) the teaching of science is introduced by a properly 
graduated course, and if properly qualified teachers are employed in the work of 
teaching. We cannot, however, form any idea of the manner in which lessons 
in history, geography und morality will be incorporated in one text-book. 
Such an improbable combination can scarcely be found in any text-book in any 
other country. If education in this country is directed into such a channel, the 
memory of the boys and girls will be more developed than their reasoning 
faculties. A singular feature of the scheme is that, whilst it includes ever} 
branch of science, it makes no provision for the teaching of grammer. It is 
for the first time that we hear that language may be learnt without learning 
its grammar. The scheme will lay the axe at the root of the study of the 
Bengali language. | 

We cannot approve of the proposal to have only one text-book of a limited 
number of pages dealing with two such extensive subjects as history and 
geography. Nor can we understand how only one text-book in science will 
deal with so many subjects as physics, chemistry, botany, agriculture, zoology, 

giene, and domestic economy. No subject can be properly taught which is 
not taught from a separate text-book. It is also our firm conviction that 
teachers cannot be found able to teach all these subjects. : 

According to Mr. Pedler,a scheme similar to that proposed by him has pro- 
duced very good results in the Central Provinces. But from Mr. Pedler's own 
report we learn that the practice of putting many subjects in one book does not 
prevail in the Central Provir ces. There, every subject is treated of in a separate 


Thbe new scheme of vernacular 
education. 


text-book, and the boys have to read separate .text-books in literature, history, 


geography and grammar. Why, then, is Mr. Pedler going to introduce a 


‘different system in Bengal? From a pecuniary point of view, too, there is 


much to be said against Mr. Pedler’s scheme. 3 
The two principal defects of the scheme are—-first, the abolition of the 


study of grammar; and, second, the: inclusion of a large number of subjects in 
one text-book. It is our firm belief that, whilst the scheme will prevent the 


acquisition of Bengali by Bengali boys and girls, it will fail to give them 


‘scientific knowledge. 


13. A correspondent of the Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, writes that 
the Ivspector of the Presidency Circle appointed 


An edueational complaint. Babu Bireswar Pande’s Sion Bijnan” and Babu 


Umes Chandra Ghosh’s “Saral Padartha Vidya as text-books in physical 


science for the upper primary examination of 1900, giving the schools the 
choice between these two books. In pursuance of this order, Sural Pudartha 


Vidya” is being read in many schools for about a year. But in his circular 
No. 11, dated Ist September 1899, the Officiating Inspector of the Presidency 
‘Circle says that Umes Babu’s book is not a text-book for 1900, and his order 


is that either Bireswar Babu’s ‘‘ Sisu Binan or Kalimay Babu’s ‘ Krishi 


-Siksha”’ should be read by the candidates for the upper primary examination 


of 1900. This new order will no doubt prove a great hardship to those 


‘students who have so long been reading Saral Padartha Vidya.” It will be 


doing a great benefit to the students if definite subjects in science are prescribed 
for the examination of 1900. 
14. The Bankura Darpan, of the 23rd September, has the following further 


remarks on the new scheme of vernacular educa- 
The new scheme of vernacular 


education. tion: — 


We consider it necessary to explain clearly 


that the new scheme, instead of interfering. with the study of the Bengali lan- 


guage, will give the boys and girls in the vernacular schools a good education 


in Bengali, thereby teaching them better manners and morals. The proposed 
‘course in literature will be by no means insufficient for the teaching of 
language. At present, there are two books in literature. Where will be 
the harm of combining the two books—one containing prose pieces and the 
‘other poetical pieces—which are now read, in one? And will it matter 


HitavabD1, 
Sept. 22nd, 1899. 


Bankura Darran, 
Sept. rd, 1899. 


rern 
. 1 ere 2 — 1 „ 


a : ‘ i, wack « — Same on ee 
— = eM arent . 2 * * * 
Wr n N rr 


r 
2 See SG NREL W 
5 83 S ee 


Dacca GazkETTR, 
Sept. 25th, 1899. 


( 728 ) 


much to reduce the course from 200 to 125 pages? The reduction will 
enable the boys to pay more attention to science, and thereby to fit 
themselves better for their career in the world. It should be remem. 
bered that literature does not teach boys practical pursuits. To learn prac. 
tical pursuits they must exercise their senses, and science is the best 
teacher in this respect. Acquisition of physical knowledge through the medium 
of the senses is not only the pleasantest, but the most natural, occupation of 
child life. Literature has the power to elevate a man’s morals and sentimente, 
and the proper time for cultivating this branch of knowledge is after a boy has 
passed the middle stage in education. The aim of lower education should be 
confined to the development of a boy’s senses so as to fit him for worldly pursuits, 
The shastra makers of India called their country the land of karma (action), 
This shews that there was a time when India was devoted to karma above any- 
thing else. | 

“Children in the countries of Europe and other. e see countries now be- 
gin their education with science. The people of those countries have become 
prosperous because they have learnt to worship the doctrine of karma, And will 
it not be good for India to follow their example? ‘The people who are oppos- 
ing the new scheme would have done well first to look into the depth of the 
national degradation and then to raise their voice against it. Can they shut 
their eyes to the fact that the commencement of a child’s education with the 
learning of grammar by rote, as was done till lately, has done thecountry more 
harm than good in these days? The new scheme will, by inspiring boys with 
a love for agriculture and science, introduce just the sort of reform that is 
needed to remove the many defects in the present system of lower education 
And such a reform requires a slight curtailment of literature. 

It may be urged that discourgement of literature will prejudicially affect 
it, and will be a disappointment to literary men. But those who follow litera 

ursuits, from pecuniary motives, may take to other occupations when their 
. — profession will be gone. As for those who have taken to litera- 
ture for its own sake, they will not be deterred or drawn away by anything 
from their noble pursuit. 

We cannot too heartily approve of the new scheme. Under it, boys will, 
from their infancy, be fitted for practical pursuits; and though they will have 
little time and opportanity todive deep into literature, they will not fail to 
form their character. If a youug man has not the means to give himself a high 
education, he will have nothing to be dissatisfied with, tor his acquirements 
will enable him to live happily as an agriculturist or artisan. We, therefore, 
pray our countrymen not to oppose the scheme, 

We hope that the authorities will not in our case, supporters of the scheme 
as we are, enforce the limitation about the time for the presentation of opinions. 
We have yet much to say to meet the strong opposition that has been offered 
to the scheme. 

15. The Dacca Gazette, of the 25th September, has the following on the 

The new scheme of vernacular new scheme of vernacular education in continua- 
education. : tion of what it wrote on the subject in a previous 
issue (vide R. N. P. for 16th September 1899 paragraph 16:— 

It is suid that the Government suspected the existence in the existing text 
books on literature of passages likely to excite disaffection, and has, therefore, 
made up its mind to deal a death-blow to Bengali literature. If this conjecture 
is right, then we must say thatthe Government has madea great mistake. 
The Central Text-bvok Committee exercise great tact and circumspection in 
selectirg text-books, and it is not proper to keep the Committee in the dark in 
this way. ‘There will be nothing to complain about the Committee if only two 
or three shrewd self-seeking members are removed. The Committee may be 


entrusted with the task of revising the text-books on history, geography and 


mmar, and expunging from them all that is unnesessary, and removing from 


oks all unnecessary dates and names of places. 
odifying them, these text- books may be made 


istorical and geographical text-bo 
In this way, and by otherwise m 
much easier and more interesti 


ng than th ommittee 
should also be entrusted with the T / N 


8 task of selecting text books for the normal 
schools. Books like Hibiaha Prabandha by Rajkrisbna Mukharji, Charu Path, 


Sahitya Bis hayat Prastab which are 


Pars III, and Bangala bhasha-o-Bangala 
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read in the normal schools are no doubt excellent text-books, but they require 


revision here and there. 


No books published by the Government ought to be rig gee as text- 


books. ‘The text-books hitherto published by the Government have not proved 
good text-books. ‘‘Sanitary Primer” and Way to Health” are instances in 
point. Text-books on the same subject, written by native authors, are much 
better than the Government publications. We have learnt from a trustworthy 
source that Sir Alfred Croft, late Director of Public Instruction, once advised 


the Government to remove Way to Health” from the list of text-books, but 


his advice was not listened to. If the Government takes to. pabliahing text- 
books, it will go hard with the writers and authors of text-books, and also 
seriously inconvenience the students. 


At present it takes a student two years to pass the lower primary and four 
years to pass the upper primary examination. Let the lower primary 
examination be abolished, and let there be one instead of two primary 
examinations, to be called the primary examination, the period of study being 
fixed at five years. Let the Kindergarten and object-lesson system be intro- 
duced in the primary schoo!s and in the lower classes of the middle schools. 
Night and periodical schools fur the children of the 5 classes should 
also be opened, and the number of girls’ schools should be increased, by increas- 
ing the number of prizes and scholarships and by appointing mistresses in all 
girls’ schools. 


In centres of agriculture, middle-class agricultural and technical schools 
should be opened. Provision should be made for prizes and scholarships to the 
meritorious students of these schools. Passed students of the proposed prim 
schools should be allowed to read in these schools, and teachers for these schools 
should be recruited from among the passed students of the agricultural 4 
ment of the Sibpur Engineering College, and the passed students of the 
Government Art schools, and they should be paid an adequate remuneration. 


To meet the additional expenditure which will be incurred in introducing 


» * 


these reforms, an educational tax, as we have already proposed, should be | 
imposed. The Vernacular Education Committee have proposed the imposition, 


of something like a tax, but the tax proposed by us will be less objec- 
tionable. . 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. The Basirhat Suhrid, of the 23rd September, draws the attention of BIsmRar sunan, 


the Basirbat Municipality in the 24-Parganas dis- 


Sept. 23r d, 1890. 


The roads in a village within the trict to the bad condition of the roads in the village 


Basirhat Municipality. ° ee hagas e ©, 
seg e Taraguniya within its jurisdiction. The muni- 


cipality should enquire why the large sums which are 1 every year for 


the repair of these roads fail to keep them in a good condition. 
17. The same paper complains of the prevalence of malarious fever in 
the Taraguniya village within the Basirhat Muni- 


BasIn HAT ScBRID. 


Malarious fever in a village eipality, and thinks that the stench proceeding 


within the Basirhat Municipality. 
the cause of the outbreak. Jute is steeped on both sides of the road from Tara- 


from rotting vegetable matter and steeped jute is 


guniya to Arbelia, and the stench of saga | jute not only makes the road 


impassable, but is a source of danger to the public health. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irriga tion. 
18. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 19th September, 


5 1 complains that in many stations on the Eastern 
S Bengal State Railway no arrangement exists for 


the supply of drinking-water. On the East Indian Railway there is such 
arrangement at every station, but the pdnt pandés have so many duties to 


© 


BoRDwaR SanJivanl, 
Sept. 19th, 1809. 


rform, besides supplying water to passengers, that they scarcely perform the. 


atter duty satisfactorily. These men have been observed to do duty for porters, 


to open and shut carriage doors, to ring bells, &c., and even to work as 
coolies. The water supplied to native passengers is also very impure, being 
generally drawn from the nearest dobd. 
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19. The Murshidubad Hilaishi, of the 20th September, urges on the 

| Murshidabad District Board the pressing necessity 

As yw gman the Mur. of extending the embankment in —— town 

12 up to the Pathanpara road, and constructing a 

sluice- gate at the mouth of the Katiganga. An embankment from the Berham- 

pore water - works to Pathanpara will not only facilitate passenger and 

cart traffic, but, in conjunction with a sluice-gute, will be very helpful in 

preventing the flooding of the rice lands on both sides of the Katiganga. The 
Collector should visit the place and pass the necessary orders. 


20. A correspondent of the Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, complains 
of overcrowding both in the up and down trains 
on the Diamond Harbour section of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway. This overcrowding is greatest in the morning down 
local trains and in the train which leaves Sealdah at 3-13 p.m. on Saturdays, 


(h) — General. 


21. With reference to the alleged death of one Umes Chandra Sen in the 


ny 1 Chausa plague camp, reported in the Henga lee, the 
A complaint in connection with ‘Fiitavadi, of the 22nd September, writes that the 
the Chausa plague camp. ae ’ 

, camp authorities ought to have telegraphed the 
news of his death at once to his relatives at Benares. This would have 
enabled them to ascertain the cause of his death, and perform his funeral 
ceremonies. The writer prays the Lieutenant-Governor to institute a special 


enquiry into this complaint. Incidents like the one under notice are calculated 
to create dissatisfaction in the public mind. 


22. The Prativasi, of the 25th September, has the following on the deci- 
sion in the Rangoon outrage case :— 

The Governor General's order, the whole 
country’s prayer, the piteous complaint of the outraged woman—all have been 
in vain. The British Government has failed to protect the chastity of a 
woman in a public street! It has failed to punish the beasts who outraged her 
chastity. The police, whose vigilance even the theft of a piece of rag ina 
dark corner cannot escape, has failed to trace the scoundrels who outraged the 
chastity of a woman in broad daylight. If aman commits a dacoity in 
Bengal, he will not be able to escape the clutches of the British law, even if he 
should fly to far off Peshawar. And yet ina British cantonment the scoun- 
drels who robbed a woman of her richest possession have escaped scot-free! 
The British Government is going to kindle the flames of war in the Transvaal 
because two women were killed in the Boer territory, and the offenders were 
not detected, and yet it remains almost unruffled when sixteen soldiers, main- 
tained by it on the plea of protecting the country, have ravished a woman in 
broad daylight, in the presence of police constables, and in the very heart of a 
it 4 One has to rot in jail under the British Government for resisting a 
police officer in the execution of hisduty, and yet men wearing the Queen’s 
uniform have tried to hush up the crime of the scoundrels, and, failing in that 
attempt, have done their best to throw obstacles in the path of justice, and yet 


A railway complaint. 


The Rangcon outrage case. 


they have not been . ee and deprived of their swords, and still continue 


in their posts as trusted servants of the Government! According to the deci- 
sion of a British Court whose just administration of the law is proverbial, the 
Burmese woman gladly consented to her ravishment by sixteen soldiers, one 
after another! There is now no hope of getting justice in Burma. The 
scoundrels have not only been not punished, but have received the sympathy 
of their official superiors. Who can say how often we shall hence forward have 
to witness such occurrences? My Lord, the Commander-in-Chief! will yon 
remain unruffled by such fiendish conduct of your soldiers and officers? 
Lord Curzon! Will not the incident disturb your equanimity? Born of 
a woman and suckled b Da woman, will you calmly bear this outrage upon a 
woman? And Mother Victoria! does not our piteous cry reach your ears? 


you had known how those whom you have entrusted with the task of protect- 
ing the country have robbed a woman of her everything, you would not have 
on your throne of gold. Is there no one 
ears? Will no one tell you that it is the 


been able to sit undisturbed even 
to bring our complaint to your 
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unanimous prayer of all India that the West Kent Regiment be disarmed, 
disbanded and dismissed like dogs? : : 


III.—LeEGIsLaTIve. 


23. The Charu Mihir, tig 19th —— says that Babu er 

; nath Banerji is showing uncommon ability in the 

» “ana te Calcutta final discussion of the Galoutta Municipal Bill, and 

his talents seem to be displaying themselves to the 

best advantage in these evil days. In the Council Chamber he is fighting with 

a lion’s strength in the cause of his country. Repeated defeats have failed to 

damp his spirits, and even tho huge strength of the Government has not been 

able to terrify bim. He is not giving up an inch of ground without a hard 

fight. Surendra Babu bas scarcely his equal in this unequal fight; and Bengal 
will not be able to repay her debt to him, . 


24, The Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, writes as follows on the passage 
f of the Calcutta Municipal Bill through the Bengal 

The fight over the Municipal Logislative Council :— 
9 The Calcutta Municipal Bill is passing 
through the Bengal Legislative Council. The Council is sitting almost ever 
day. Amendment after amendment, moved in the interest of the eople, is 
being rejected, and yet the native members are acting with E zeal and 
enthusiasm. The European members of the Council are still persisting in 
their support of the Bill. They have failed to assume an impartial attitude 
with rekerence to the Bill, and are trying to carry out their object somehow 
or other. This has thrown even a man of Babu Surendranath Banerji's 
patience out of temper, and compelled him to suy in the Council that it was 
useless to persevere with the amendments, if the Council were determined to 
reject them, 

When a man of Mr. Banerji’s courage and enthusiasm said such a thing, 
he must have felt very strongly on the subject. He would not have said this 
if he had not lost all hope. But he is a man of indomitable energy, and he is 
still fighting hard in various ways. He is meeting with failure after failure, 
but still his energy is not damped. Our representatives are moving heaven 
and earth to get justice done to the rate-payers. All their efforts are proving 
ineffectual, but they will certainly have a moral effect. Weare carefully 
watching the proceedings of the Legislative Council, and we have the satis- 
faction to say that our representatives are acquitting themselves creditably. 


25. The Prativasi, of the 25th September, writes as follows :— 


sia There was a section in the Calcutta Municipal 
Dr. -Asutosh Mukharji in the 


al C il. ; f 
Bengal Counei whose house is built with brick to e house- 


connection. Babu Surendranath objected that there were many poor residents 
who carried water from the street hydrants and could not afford to pay for 
house-connection. Mr. Baker, of course, oppused Surendra Babu’s amendment 
on the score of sanitation; and strangely enough, Dr. Asutosh forgot his 
poor countrymen and sided with Mr: Baker. But Sir John Woodburn came 
to the rescue of the poor aud saved them by giving his casting vote in favour 
of Surendra Babu’s amendment. We thank the Lieutenant-Governor most 
sincerely. But what shall we say to Asu Babu? Let those who elected him 
now see whether we were not right when we said that an experienced and 


cool-headed elderly man should be returned to the Legislative Couucil. Asu 


Babu proposed many amendments, but they were almost all of a verbal nature. 
They only prove his want of experience. As he had evidently not been able 
to master the contents of the Municipal Bill, he ought to have supported those 
elected members who had thoroughly studied them. We must, however, 
thank him for his almost always supporting Surendra Bubu. 
26. The same paper writes as follows:— | 

. 1 homed Municipal has n us 

‘Babu Furendrenath In of our honour, and the rigbt of citisenship which 
Walen is 80 cy cherished by all civilised nations But 
our cup of misery is not yet full. We 


lectual labour which our sole stay and support, Babu Surendranath Banerji, 


Bill compelling a house owner even a portion of’ 


fear that the hard physical and intel- 
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d to undergo has teriously affected his health. At the last Saturday's 
ie of the Neem when the official members, in their zeal to * 
Hindus with a high hand, 2 to continue the discussion evon after 5 
o’clock, Surendra Babu fairly broke down; and said that he had been discussing 
the Bill from 11 A. u. to 5 P. M., and he was too exhausted to hold out any longer. 
Surendra Pabu has served his country with his heart’s blood. He has courage. 
ously fought with his adverseries, and he has been victorious even in hie 
defeat. | 

V. - PRosrrors OF THE CROPS AND CUNDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


27. The Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, understands that deaths from 
| starvation are taking place at Ahmedabad and other 
Distress and death from star- places. Two Brahman women have recently died 
ee at Ahmedabad from starvation. ‘There have been 
four more deaths from the same cause in the same town. Famine-stricken 
ople are flocking to Ahmedabad from distant places. Relief works have 
een opened at Saburand Tonk. In the Radhanpur district as many as two 
thousend people are employed on relief work. The writer has been warning 
the authorities against the impending famine, but without much effect. One 
shudders to hear that people are dying from starvation. The Viceroy should 
enquire how far this information is correct. 


VI.—MIsceLLANgeous. 


28. The Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, has the following, with reference 
to a new Bengali book, called Maharaja Nanda 
The new writers of history in Kymar’’:— 

— Some time ago, it was the general practice with 
anybody and everybody aspiring to literary fawe to write drama and novel, 
poetry and humour. The Bengali literary world was virtually overflooded 
with writers, but finding that nothing but genius could earn name and fame 
in these directions, these writers were thoroughly disappointed. But their 
disappointment did not last long, and they soon discovered fresh fields and 
pastures new. Works of fiction are no longer held in esteem by the reading 
public, and history, biography, and archeology now occupy that eminent 
position which was once occupied by fiction. But few have an idea of the 
untiring energy, ceaseless labour, profound erudition, yreat patience, and 
extensive research which are required in writing on these subjects. But there 
are foolish aspirants after literary fame, whose impudence is unparalleled, 
and they always recklessly venture to earn literary immortality and undying 
lory by writing books on history and biography. ‘Those, in fact, who cannot 
orm a proper estimate of their own ability, who do not know the depth of 
their own learning, and who do not ess a grain of originality are most 
forward in trespassing upon fields of knowledge into which they have no right 
to enter. Few can understand that it is not in the power of anybody and 
everybody to collect materials for biography and archeology. These new 
writers Of history and We have neither brain nor originality. They 
do not possess the faculty of making researches, nor the patience, perseverance, 
and experience, which are needed in collecting materials for history and 
biography. These writers, therefore, have found out a new method of writin 
history and biography, a new means of passing for great historians an 
biographers. They. read and digest the contents of the works of foreign 
historians, and then soil the national literature with the obnoxious and stinking 
matter vomited by them, hoping that it will be gladly welcomed by the reading 
public, and will win them undying fame and glory. These writers are too 
vain to like to 2 for translators. They pretend to show great originality, 
and instead of faithfully translating the writings of foreign historians, they 
distort historical facts, and with these distorted facts, they fill volumes, in the 
hope that the whole world will sing their praise. Poe 


Uriya Papers. 


29. The Utkaldipika, of the 8th J uly, and Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 

Che Asad in ddan: 12th July, regret that the Arms Act has been 

_ brought into force in the district of Angul, which 
is a Tributary State, within the jurisdiction of the Superintendent of the 
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Tributary Mahals, Orissa, and which is so full of jingle and mountains that 


unless the people use fire - arms they will not be able to protect their lives and 
properties from the ravages of wild animals. 
30, The Utkaldiptka, of the 8th July, regrets to notice that a large number 
15 olf pilgrims died of cholera at Puri, during the last 
Responsibility: for the pilgrim Rath Jatra festival. The Samvadvahika, of the 
nn 8rd August, adds that the authorities in charge of 
the Cuttack branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and the priests of Jagannath 
are responsible for a large percentage of the deaths, as they tempted the 
pilgrims to leave their homes by declaring that the railway line was open when 
the line was still under construction. A large number of pilgrims got no railway 
carriage for the entire journey, or were carried partly in goods carriages, or 
were compelled to adopt other modes of journey. This told so heavily on 
their health that many of them succumbed. , 
31. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 12th July, complains that the third 
1 7 class railway carriages at Barang carry more than 
Ai Hing fenivas the prescribed number of men in the seasons of 
festival, and quotes an instance to show that though 
every third class carriage was bound to carry only £0 men, many more were put 
in during the last Rath Jatra festival. A large number of men were also carried 
in goods carriages on the same occasion. The writer observes that unless the 
authorities concerned check the abuse in time, serious consequences will 
follow. ae 
32. The Uthaldipika, of the 8th July, is of opinion that the Manager of 
The Puri Raja in thefestiva the Puri Raja did his part very well during the 
g l last Rath Jatra festival, but its contemporary of the 
Uriya and Navasamrad, of the 12th July, holds a different opinion, and states 
that he disappointed the pilgrims by closing the doors of the temple on account 
of his inability to control their movements. 
83. The Utkaldipika, of the loth July, and the Uriya and Navasamvad, of 
8 n the 19th July, are informed that a large number of 
oe a oe pilgrims died of cholera at Puri, Bhavaneswar, and 
Chandbali during the last Rath Jatra festival. They are further informed that, 
owing to bad arrangements, the pilgrims could not go through the different 
observances connected with such a festival. They state that the number of 
pilgrims was so large that the rai!way carriages and steamers could not carry 
them all in time. | : 
34. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 19th July, is afraid that a gold 
_ Currency in India will depreciate the value of silver 
Torte of 2 gold standard in in that country, and as a large quantity of the 
people’s moveable property, including ornaments, is 
invested in silver, the depreciation of silver will tell heavily on their resources, 
and many will become poorer by a sudden change of policy on the part of 
Government. . 
35. The Utkaldipika, of the 22nd July, and the Uriya and Navasamvad, of 
aaa —— the 26th July, regret to notice the death of the old 
The death of the Rejaof Ram. Raja of Rampur, who was able, wise, charitable, and 
2 pious, and whose death is mourned by a large circle 
of friends and by a still larger number of loyal and devoted subjects, who had 
a strong liking for him. | N 
36. The same paper is glad to find that Mr. Carey, the Collector of 
iy Outtack, made good arrangements for the treatment 
„Ine Cuttack Collector's pilgrim of a large number of sick pilgrims, who had to pass 
ith through his district, but who were in an abject and 
helpless condition. He also made special arrangements for the control and 
superintendence of ferry ghits in his district, and, as a consequence, the pilgrims 
crossed the rivers in the Cuttack district without being detained at every ghdt 
for a considerable number of hours, 3 
87. The same paper is of opinion that Mr. Pedler’s scheme of vernacular 
ee education, though a novel one, is worth trying. 
2 new scheme of vernacular A trial may be given to it at the earliest opportunity 
as con and its defects, when they come to light, may be 


rectified by and by. 
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38, The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 26th July, regrets to find that the 
new postal rules in connection with the exchange 
The new postal rules relating to of newspapers have proved very inconvenient, and 
exchange of newspapers. should be altered without any more delay. The 
writer is at a loss to find out the reasons that induced the authorities to chan ge 
the old rules which were working very well. 
39. The same paper is of opinion that the inconveniences to which the 
pilgrims were put during the last Rath Jatra festi- 
The Pandas during the Car val in connection with their attendance at the 
festival. different ceremonial observances being then per- 
formed in the temple were due to the insubordinate and selfish and corrupt 
spirit of the Pandas or Sebakas, who did not work loyally and cheerfully with 
a view to bring disgrace on the European Manager of whose control they are 
impatient. 
4 40. The Sambalpur Hitaishini, of the 26th July, is glad to find that an 
Indian gentleman has been appointed to officiate as 
A native Judge inthe Madras the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, and 
High Court. observes that the Governments of Madras.and India 
have acted fairly. 
41, The Utkaldipika, of the 29th July, is sorry to learn that a man-eating 


tiger is terrorising the inhabitants of the Suninda, 
A man-eating tiger in the Kyninda and Mangalpur villages in the Jajpur 
5 Subdivision of the Cuttack district, and that it hes 
killed four men, and wounded many more. The writer observes that the autho- 
rities must take immediate steps to remove the pest. 
42. Thesame paper 3 that the third class ee er reco b 
_ the Government steamers, plying between Cuttac 
os Wann Clue and and Bhadrak, are compelled to walk the whole 
Bhadrak. distance between Jenapur and Jokediha, whereas 
the first and second class passengers are eee with boats. The writer 
suggests that the third class passengers should be provided at least with country 
canoes, as it is they who mainly keep up the line, 


AssaM PAPERS, . 


43. The Silchar, of the 16th September, says that the people of Assam are 
i not satisfied with the Chief Commissioner’s proposal 
Aber, Testion of u college in to establish a hostel for Assamese students in 
) Calcutta, instead of establishing a college in Assam. 
The people of Assam are in favour of a college. But the Chief Commissioner 
says that not only is there no central place in Assam—like Dacca in East 
Bengal, Patna in Behar, and Cuttack in Orissa—where a college can be estab- 
lished, 80 as to be easily accessible from all parts of the province, but Assam 
wants a model for imitation which she does not herself possess. According to 
Mr. Cotton, Ireland and Scotland have attained their present position by keeping 
company with England, and he thinks that, by receiving their education in 
Calcutta instead of in their own province, the Assamese would in time be able 
to become the equals of the Bengalis. The writer thinks that Mr. Cotton has 
taken a reasonable view of the matter, and his scheme of a hostel in Calcutta 
for Assamese students will be for the benefit of this province. 
44. The same paper draws attention to the miserable condition of the 
eee e villages in the Cachar district, in Assam, in the rainy 
n e season. Bad roads, bad drainage, bad drinking 


5 water, and damp habitations—all combine to make 
the district a hot-bed of fever during these months. It will be impossible to 


compel the villagers to improve their surroundings, and live on more sanitary 
e py until they have been better educated. But it is the duty of the Local 
oard to provid e good drinking water for the villagers by excavating a tank or 
weil in every village, and guarding it from contamination. The ponds from 
which the people now draw their supply of drinking water are extremely filthy. 
45. ‘Lhe same paper complains of neglect of duty by Babu Radha Kisor 
. Nandi, the doctor in charge of the public dispensary 
Karimganj public dispensary. in Karimganj, in the Sylhet district. Lately, a 
patient suffering from some urinary disease came 


16 
from the mufassal for treatment. The patient's boat was anchored at the 


dispensary ghat, and, as he was unable to walk to the dispensary, his attendants 
saw the doctor and requested him to visit the patient in the boat. He promised 
to do so at 4 P. u. The appointed time passed away without the doctor making 
his appearance, and the men again called at the dispensary. They found the 
doctor engaged in gossip with his friends, and were after 5 o’clok, told to take 
away some medicine for the patient which would cost eight annas. The patient 
did not like to take medicine which had been prescribed by the doctor without 
examining him, and he left the place. 
46. The same paper says that Babu Iswar Chandra Datta, Vice-Chairman 
| . of the sag eg 23. Local Board, in the Sylhet dis- 
Ke an 1% Baud. of the trict, has to devote so much time to his private 
wii affairs as a zamindar and owner of a tea-garden, 
and also to his duties as a Magistrate of the Jaldhup Independent Bench, that 
he has hardly any time left for the Board’s work. He also lives some ten or 
twelve miles from the Sadar station. Great inconvenience is, therefore, 
experienced when the Subdivisional Officer, who is the Chairman of the Local 
Board, goes out on tour. At that time urgent work has to be sent all the way 
to the Vice-Chairman’s house, and has to wait there if he happens not to be at 
home. The Vice-Chairman must be a resident of some place near the Sadar 
station. There are many qualified men near the town who would make better 
Vice-Chairmen than Babu Iswar Chardra. 
47. The same paper has the following :— 
Every child, woman aud man in India believes 


The conduct of European offend- that justice is not done in cases in which Europeans 


* 1 2 ; 9 8 
ers in India are charged with offences. The present Viceroy, 


Lord Curzon, has tried his best to remove this impression, but without success. 
It is doubtful if the people of India will ever cease to believe that they cannot 
hope to get justice. whether in the lower Courts or in the High Courts in India, 
or even in England. So far as is known up to now this belief is gradually 
becoming firmer. 

The nobleminded Mr. Ross went ont armed and killed a man as he would 
have shot a beast. His trial by the upright Captain Herbert gave satisfaction 
to God. But the trial by the High Court was like a mountain’s giving birth to 
a mouse. 

No civilised people except some Englishmen can be blind to the fact that 
it is the mistakes of illiterate people in giving evidence months after an occur- 
rence that lead to the escape of the wretches who shoot down men. It is 
doubtful whether any other people except Indians know how Europeans in this 
country escape scot-free after committing rape and murder, and how they con- 
trive by bringing false counter-charges to mislead the righteous men in 
England in — to them and pass off as innocent. They are in ecstasy if 
they can bring false counter-charges and get their accusers punished. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BreNGALI TRANSLATOR’8 OFFICE, 


Lhe 30th September, 1899. 
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